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ABSTRACT
A Faith-Centered Life: The Journey, Ministry, Leadership, and Vision of Rev. Dr. Silas Kanyabigega, PhD is an autobiographical account that chronicles the spiritual, educational, ministerial, and leadership journey of Rev. Dr. Silas Kanyabigega. This work presents a comprehensive narrative of a life shaped by faith in Jesus Christ and dedicated to Christian ministry, theological education, evangelism, leadership development, and global missions.
The book traces the author's life from his childhood in Rwanda through his early spiritual experiences, his conversion to Christianity in 1987, his ministerial calling, and his subsequent leadership roles in various Christian organizations. Particular attention is given to the role of faith as the central theme that has guided every stage of his personal, academic, and ministerial development.
The autobiography documents the founding of the Movement for Christ in Rwanda in 1992, its growth into the International Movement for Christ (IMC), the establishment of Radio Kwizera and Kwizera Yesu TV, the development of IMC Theological Seminary, and the launch of the Jesus Film Project Africa Partnership in Rwanda, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The work also highlights the author's contributions to theological scholarship, Christian literature, media evangelism, and leadership training.
In addition to recounting historical events, the book explores the theological foundations that have shaped the author's worldview, including faith, salvation, redemption, discipleship, evangelism, and Christian leadership. It examines the relationship between personal spiritual experiences and public ministry, demonstrating how faith can influence both individual transformation and organizational development.
The volume further reflects upon the author's educational journey, family life, marriage, and the contributions of his wife and children to his ministry. Through personal testimonies, reflections, and lessons learned, the book seeks to encourage readers to trust God, persevere through challenges, and remain faithful to their calling.
Ultimately, A Faith-Centered Life serves as both a personal testimony and a historical record of Christian ministry spanning several decades. It illustrates the enduring impact of faith in Jesus Christ upon an individual's life and demonstrates how a commitment to biblical truth can inspire leadership, service, scholarship, and missionary outreach across nations and generations.
Keywords: Faith, Christian Ministry, Leadership, Evangelism, Missions, Theology, Christian Education, Radio Kwizera, Kwizera Yesu TV, International Movement for Christ, Jesus Film Project, IMC Theological Seminary, Rwanda, Christian Biography, Christian Leadership, Faith in Jesus Christ.





PREFACE
This book, A Faith-Centered Life: The Journey, Ministry, Leadership, and Vision of Rev. Dr. Silas Kanyabigega, PhD, is the story of God's faithfulness throughout my life. It is not merely a record of personal experiences, accomplishments, ministries, or educational achievements. Rather, it is a testimony to the grace of God and the transforming power of faith in Jesus Christ.
As I reflect on the many years God has granted me, I am continually reminded that every significant event in my life has been connected to faith in one way or another. From my childhood experiences and early spiritual impressions, through my conversion to Jesus Christ in 1987, to the establishment of ministries, churches, educational institutions, media platforms, and international evangelistic initiatives, faith has remained the central theme of my journey.
The title of this book was chosen intentionally. The phrase "A Faith-Centered Life" accurately describes the path God has led me to follow. Throughout the years, I have witnessed how faith in Jesus Christ can sustain, guide, strengthen, and transform a person's life. I have also observed how faith can inspire ministries, influence communities, and impact nations.
This autobiography has been written for several purposes.
First, it serves as a testimony of God's faithfulness. Throughout my life, I have experienced moments of joy and sorrow, success and disappointment, certainty and uncertainty. In every circumstance, God has proven Himself faithful.
Second, this book seeks to encourage believers to trust God more fully. Many of the experiences described in these pages illustrate how God works in ways that often surpass human understanding. My prayer is that readers will be strengthened in their own faith as they see the evidence of God's guidance and provision throughout my life.
Third, this work preserves a record of ministries and initiatives that God allowed me to establish, including the International Movement for Christ (IMC), Radio Kwizera, Kwizera Yesu TV, IMC Theological Seminary, the Jesus Film Project Africa Partnership, and various evangelistic and educational activities. These ministries belong ultimately to God, and this book seeks to document their development for future generations.
Fourth, this autobiography provides a historical account of my educational journey, theological development, leadership experiences, writing ministry, family life, and vision for the future. It is my hope that these reflections may benefit pastors, Christian leaders, students, researchers, and readers interested in the relationship between faith and leadership.
Many individuals have contributed to the journey described in this book. I am deeply grateful to my wife, Venantie Kanyabigega, whose unwavering support, encouragement, patience, and partnership have sustained me throughout many years of ministry and service. I am also thankful for my children, family members, friends, colleagues, pastors, teachers, ministry partners, and countless believers who have shared portions of this journey with me.
Above all, I give glory to God. Whatever good has been accomplished in my life and ministry has been possible only because of His grace. Every achievement described in this book belongs ultimately to Him.
As you read these pages, you will encounter stories of faith, spiritual experiences, ministry challenges, educational pursuits, leadership responsibilities, missionary endeavors, media outreach, theological reflection, and personal growth. Yet behind every chapter stands the same unchanging truth: God is faithful.
It is my sincere prayer that this book will encourage you to trust Jesus Christ, remain faithful to His calling, and discover the joy of living a life centered on faith.
To God alone be the glory.
Rev. Dr. Silas Kanyabigega, PhD
Chairman, International Movement for Christ (IMC)
Dean and President, IMC Theological Seminary
United States of America
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[bookmark: _Toc231170449][bookmark: _Toc231171238]INTRODUCTION
It is my pleasure to share the story of a life centered on faith—a life marked by spiritual experiences, divine guidance, and countless blessings that have strengthened and sustained me throughout my Christian journey. These spiritual visitations have been sources of comfort, encouragement, and assurance, continually reminding me of the presence and faithfulness of God. They have inspired me to live with confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ, who loved me and gave His life for my salvation.
To fully appreciate the story that unfolds in the pages that follow, I invite you first to consider the spiritual journey that shaped my life and ministry. This autobiography is more than a record of events; it is a testimony to God's faithfulness and to the transforming power of faith in Jesus Christ.
One of the most significant moments in my life occurred on September 8, 1992, when I felt called by God to establish an evangelistic organization dedicated to making Jesus Christ known and encouraging people to place their faith in Him for the salvation of their souls. This ministry became the International Movement for Christ (IMC).
Website:
https://movement-for-christ.com/
It was during this period in Rwanda that my journey of living by faith entered a new and transformative stage. What began as a ministry initiative in Rwanda later expanded into Burundi, the United States, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, touching lives through evangelism, discipleship, leadership development, education, and community outreach.
Faith continued to occupy a central place in my life, ministry, writing, and leadership. In May 2005, I was inspired to write the book KWIZERA Yesu Kristo, a Kinyarwanda title meaning Faith in Jesus Christ. This publication explored the meaning, importance, and practical application of faith in the Christian life. It represented an important milestone in my writing ministry and reflected the theme that would continue to characterize much of my life's work.
As the years progressed, God continued to expand my vision for Christian literature, theological education, and academic writing. This led to the publication of additional works centered on faith, salvation, redemption, biblical theology, Christian discipleship, leadership, and spiritual growth.
Among these publications is True Faith, a work examining the nature of authentic biblical faith and its role in salvation and Christian living. Another major contribution is Faith and Salvation in Christ: A Comparative Theological Analysis of Redemption, a comprehensive theological study exploring faith, salvation, redemption, Christology, eschatology, and comparative theology through biblical and systematic analysis.
Over the years, additional books and educational resources have been developed as part of my ongoing commitment to Christian scholarship, ministry, leadership development, and theological education. A complete and updated listing of my published works is available through my Amazon Author Page:
https://author.amazon.com/books
These publications have become extensions of my mission to proclaim the Gospel, strengthen believers, encourage theological reflection, and promote faith-centered living worldwide.
Faith also inspired the development of various media ministries. In 2011, Radio Kwizera was established as a Christian broadcasting ministry dedicated to proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ through biblical teaching, Christian programming, and Gospel music. The word Kwizera, meaning Faith, reflects the foundational theme that has consistently characterized both my ministry and personal life.
Radio Kwizera Player:
https://zeno.fm/radio/radio-kwizera-usa/
Streaming URL:
http://stream.zeno.fm/c3xev5vg6heuv
Additional Platform:
https://www.blogtalkradio.com/international-movement-for-christ1
In 2012, another ministry initiative emerged through the establishment of Kwizera Yesu TV, a digital television ministry devoted to sharing biblical teachings, Christian messages, testimonies, and spiritual resources from servants of God around the world.
Kwizera Yesu TV:
https://www.youtube.com/@KWIZERAYESUTv
The commitment to spreading the Gospel through modern communication technologies continued on April 28, 2021, when I launched the Kwizera Yesu WhatsApp Fellowship Group. This platform brings together pastors, evangelists, Christian leaders, and believers for fellowship, encouragement, biblical teaching, and evangelistic outreach.
WhatsApp Fellowship Group:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/BosE0zLax4fBv9wxgKvltw
Today, the group continues to provide opportunities to share the message of Jesus Christ and to strengthen believers in their faith.
As I reflect on the ministries, organizations, publications, media platforms, educational institutions, and outreach initiatives that have shaped my journey, one theme appears repeatedly: faith.
The International Movement for Christ was inspired by the message of John 3:16, emphasizing belief in Jesus Christ as the foundation of salvation. The book KWIZERA Yesu Kristo focuses on faith in Christ. Radio Kwizera is named "Faith." Kwizera Yesu TV also emphasizes the same. The book True Faith proclaims the message directly through its title. Faith and Salvation in Christ further explores the theological dimensions of faith and redemption. The Kwizera Yesu WhatsApp Fellowship continues that same testimony in the digital age.
These recurring expressions are not accidental. Rather, they reveal a lifelong conviction that faith in Jesus Christ is the foundation upon which life, ministry, leadership, service, education, and hope are built.
Looking back over the years, I recognize that faith has not merely been one aspect of my life—it has been the thread connecting every chapter of my journey. It has shaped my decisions, inspired my ministries, guided my calling, sustained me through challenges, strengthened me in difficult times, and given purpose to every endeavor.
For this reason, the title A Faith-Centered Life is more than a book title; it is the story of my life.
The word FAITH and the life of Silas Kanyabigega have become closely connected and remarkably harmonious throughout nearly every aspect of my personal, spiritual, academic, ministerial, and professional journey.
It is my prayer that this autobiography will encourage readers to trust God more deeply, persevere through life's challenges, and discover the transforming power of faith in Jesus Christ. May this testimony serve as a reminder that God remains faithful to those who place their trust in Him and seek to follow His calling with courage, perseverance, and unwavering faith.
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Introduction
My life's calling has been to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ and make Him known to people throughout the world. The foundation of this calling rests upon a personal encounter with Jesus Christ that transformed my life and shaped the direction of my ministry.
My conversion experience occurred in 1987, when I had a profound spiritual encounter with Jesus Christ during the night. Through a remarkable vision involving a divine light revealed on three separate occasions, I became deeply aware of my need for salvation and of Christ's gracious invitation to follow Him. This experience marked the beginning of a lifelong journey of faith, discipleship, ministry, and service.
Following this transformative experience, my commitment to Christ continued to deepen. In 1991, the Rwanda Free Methodist Church recognized my calling to ministry, and I was ordained as a pastor following the recommendation of church leadership and approval by the Annual Conference. Years later, in 2011, my ordination was formally recognized by the Free Methodist Church in the United States, enabling me to continue serving in pastoral ministry within the American context.
Since then, I have dedicated my life to preaching the Gospel, teaching biblical truth, training Christian leaders, and encouraging believers to place their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. My ministry has included pastoral leadership, theological education, evangelism, media outreach, church planting, and international missions.
In 2016, the United Methodist Church graciously provided ministry facilities in Huber Heights, Ohio, allowing me to continue serving as a pastor and spiritual leader while expanding ministry activities in the United States.
The central mission of my ministry has always remained unchanged: to make Jesus Christ known and to encourage people to place their faith in Him for the salvation of their souls. Throughout my life, I have been convinced that faith in Jesus Christ is the key to salvation and the foundation of authentic Christian living.
This conviction inspired the establishment of numerous ministries and organizations. In 1992, I founded the International Movement for Christ (IMC), an evangelistic ministry dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and promoting Christian discipleship. What began in Rwanda later expanded to Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and the United States, becoming an international ministry devoted to evangelism, leadership development, theological education, and community transformation.
The same emphasis on faith inspired many subsequent initiatives. In 2005, I authored KWIZERA Yesu Kristo (Faith in Jesus Christ), a work devoted to the importance of faith in Christian life and salvation. Later, I published True Faith, a study of authentic biblical faith and discipleship. This journey of theological reflection culminated in Faith and Salvation in Christ: A Comparative Theological Analysis of Redemption, a comprehensive academic study of salvation, redemption, and Christian theology.
Beyond writing, God opened doors for ministry through modern communication platforms. Radio Kwizera, Kwizera Yesu TV, the Kwizera Yesu Fellowship Network, and other outreach ministries were established to proclaim the Gospel through radio broadcasting, television programming, digital media, and Christian education. These ministries continue to communicate the message of Christ to audiences across national and cultural boundaries.
Throughout every stage of my life, one theme has remained constant: faith. Faith has shaped my personal decisions, guided my ministry, influenced my education, inspired my writing, and sustained me through challenges. The word Kwizera, meaning faith, appears repeatedly throughout my books, ministries, organizations, media platforms, and outreach programs because it reflects the defining characteristic of my life's journey.
As Henri Nouwen observed, spiritual formation invites individuals to enter the center of their hearts and become familiar with the complexities of their inner lives. My own spiritual journey has been precisely such an experience—a continual process of discovering God's grace, responding to His calling, and learning to trust Him more deeply.
The pages that follow present the story of that journey: a testimony of God's faithfulness, the transforming power of faith in Jesus Christ, and the extraordinary ways in which God has guided my life, ministry, family, education, and service throughout the years.
It is my prayer that this testimony will encourage readers to place their trust in Christ, persevere through life's challenges, and discover the joy of living a life centered on faith.
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The Word "Kwizera": The Center of My Life and Calling
The word Kwizera, which means Faith in Kinyarwanda, occupies a central place in my life, ministry, and calling. Looking back over the years, I can clearly see that faith has been the defining thread connecting nearly every aspect of my spiritual journey. From my conversion to Christ to the establishment of ministries, churches, educational institutions, media platforms, and evangelistic outreach programs, faith has consistently served as both the foundation and the driving force of my life's work.
Many of the faith experiences I have encountered throughout my life have been difficult to explain through ordinary human reasoning. Often, they began as strong spiritual convictions, impressions, or visions of possibilities that seemed beyond reach at the time. Yet, as years passed, these convictions gradually became realities. This recurring pattern has strengthened my confidence in God's guidance and has deepened my understanding of what it means to live by faith.
Indeed, faith has characterized my personal life, ministry, leadership, and service to such an extent that it would be difficult to separate my identity from the concept itself. For those who may not know me well, the ministries and projects described in this chapter provide practical examples of how faith has shaped the course of my life.
The Birth of the Movement for Christ
Following my encounter with Jesus Christ in 1987, my life was transformed by a deep love for the Lord and an intense desire to serve Him. My understanding of the Gospel, particularly the message of salvation presented in the Epistle to the Romans, inspired within me a passion to make Jesus Christ known to others.
As I reflected on the words of John 3:16, especially the declaration that "whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life," I became increasingly convinced that faith in Jesus Christ is the essential pathway to salvation. This conviction eventually led to the vision of establishing an evangelistic movement dedicated to proclaiming Christ and encouraging people to place their faith in Him as Lord and Savior.
In September 1992, this vision became reality with the founding of the Movement for Christ in Rwanda (MPCR). At the time, there was little evidence that this ministry would one day expand beyond Rwanda's borders. Yet deep within my heart, I carried an unshakable conviction that God intended something far greater than what could be seen at the moment.
Years later, that conviction became reality. What began as a national ministry gradually expanded into Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and eventually the United States. As the ministry grew internationally, the organization became known as the International Movement for Christ (IMC).
Today, the International Movement for Christ serves as a platform for evangelism, discipleship, leadership development, theological education, media ministry, and community transformation. Looking back, I recognize that this growth was not merely the result of human planning or organizational strategy. Rather, it was the fulfillment of a vision born through faith long before any visible evidence existed.
The central purpose of the International Movement for Christ remains unchanged: to proclaim Jesus Christ and encourage people to place their faith in Him for the salvation of their souls. Everything associated with the ministry ultimately points to this singular objective—faith in Jesus Christ.
Kinyinya Parish: A Journey Guided by Faith
Another significant example of God's guidance through faith can be seen in the establishment of the Free Methodist Church in Kinyinya, Kigali.
Shortly after my conversion, there was no Free Methodist congregation serving the Kinyinya area. During this period, I frequently attended Pentecostal churches located in the surrounding communities. As my spiritual life developed, I met with the Bishop of the Free Methodist Church of Rwanda, who provided important biblical instruction concerning salvation, assurance of salvation, and Christian doctrine.
Following these conversations, I became convinced that God was calling me to remain within the Free Methodist Church and to contribute to its growth and ministry. Consequently, I began discussing with church leadership the possibility of establishing a local congregation in Kinyinya.
As preparations began, I experienced another of the faith impressions that had become familiar throughout my spiritual journey. While observing a particular property in Murama, Kinyinya, I became convinced that this location would serve as the future site of a church. Although there was little objective reason to support such confidence at the time, the conviction remained strong.
When church leaders later visited the location, they independently recognized its suitability, and the property eventually became the site of the Kinyinya Parish. Looking back, I regard this as another example of God's guidance through faith and spiritual discernment.
The establishment of Kinyinya Parish marked an important milestone in my ministry and strengthened my confidence in God's ability to accomplish His purposes through ordinary individuals who are willing to trust Him.
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Many of the extraordinary and difficult-to-explain experiences of faith that have characterized my life are described throughout this autobiography. In this chapter, however, I wish to reflect specifically on those early experiences that, in retrospect, appear to have been part of God's preparation for my conversion and future ministry. Although I did not fully understand them at the time, these experiences reveal how God was already at work in my life long before I consciously placed my faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
Early Spiritual Awareness
Although I was born into a Christian family and raised within the Free Methodist Church, I did not fully understand the nature of salvation during my childhood. I attended church regularly, participated in Sunday school, and learned many biblical stories, yet I had not personally grasped what it meant to be born again or to enter into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ.
Even so, there were moments during my childhood when I experienced a profound awareness of spiritual realities. At times, I would look toward the sky and observe the clouds, sensing that Jesus Christ could appear at any moment. Occasionally, I imagined the clouds taking on a reddish appearance, and I would become overwhelmed by a deep sense of awe and fear.
At that stage of life, I did not think of myself as a sinner in need of redemption. Rather, I feared the possibility of the end of the world and wondered what might happen if Christ were suddenly to return. The thought of His appearing filled me with both reverence and uncertainty. I lacked the spiritual understanding to interpret these feelings, yet they remained deeply ingrained in my heart.
As I grew older and became increasingly occupied with school and daily responsibilities, these childhood spiritual impressions gradually diminished. Nevertheless, they remained part of the unseen preparation through which God was drawing me toward Himself.
The Influence of Biblical Studies
Throughout my primary and secondary school years, I continued attending church faithfully, largely because of my family's Christian commitment. Although I respected the teachings of Scripture, I did not yet possess a personal understanding of salvation.
During this period, God opened opportunities for me to engage in structured biblical study. I enrolled in the Emmaus Bible Correspondence Courses of Morsbach, Germany, eventually completing the program through its advanced levels. I also completed Bible courses offered through the Voice of Hope ministry associated with the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
At the time, my primary motivation was academic interest and the satisfaction of completing the courses and earning the associated diplomas. I was genuinely interested in biblical knowledge and theology, but my studies remained largely intellectual rather than transformational. I viewed Scripture as an important source of knowledge, yet I had not experienced its saving power personally.
Years later, however, I came to recognize that these studies had not been in vain. Unknown to me at the time, God was preparing my mind and heart for a decisive encounter with Jesus Christ.
Preparation for Conversion
By 1987, I had completed a substantial portion of the Emmaus Bible curriculum and was studying portions of the Epistles of Paul, particularly the Epistle to the Romans. Through these studies, I had gained an intellectual understanding of sin, salvation, grace, faith, and redemption.
Then, in July 1987, everything changed.
When Jesus Christ appeared to me in a profound spiritual experience, the biblical truths I had previously studied suddenly became real and personal. As I became aware of His presence, I immediately recognized my sinful condition and my need for salvation. The theological concepts I had learned through Scripture were no longer merely academic ideas; they became living realities.
Because I already understood the message of salvation presented in Romans and other Pauline writings, I knew exactly how to respond. I placed my faith in Jesus Christ, received Him as my Lord and Savior, and experienced a transformation that would shape the rest of my life.
Looking back, I can clearly see that God had been preparing me long before that moment. The Bible courses, the teachings I had received, the Scriptures I had studied, and even my childhood awareness of spiritual realities all contributed to the foundation upon which my conversion experience was built.
A Vision of the Future
Even before many of the major events of my life unfolded, I occasionally experienced impressions and expectations that seemed far beyond my immediate circumstances.
While working for Deutsche Welle in Kigali, I sometimes envisioned a future that appeared impossible at the time. On one occasion, I imagined myself traveling in Europe and living in circumstances very different from those I knew. These thoughts seemed distant and unlikely, yet they remained vivid in my mind.
During that period, I applied for an internship opportunity in Europe and was accepted for training in Italy. Unfortunately, circumstances prevented me from taking advantage of that opportunity, as another individual ultimately traveled in my place.
At the time, the disappointment was significant. Yet God had different plans.
In the years that followed, I eventually traveled extensively throughout Europe, visiting several countries and gaining experiences that had once seemed beyond reach. Later, God opened an even greater door by leading me and my family to the United States of America, where we eventually established our home and continued our ministry.
These experiences taught me an important lesson: God's plans often unfold differently from our expectations, yet His purposes are always greater than we can imagine. What may initially appear as a closed door can become part of a larger divine plan whose significance becomes clear only with the passage of time.
Conclusion
As I reflect upon the years preceding my conversion, I recognize the providential hand of God at work in every stage of my life. Through childhood impressions, biblical studies, spiritual curiosity, and life experiences, God was preparing me for a personal encounter with Jesus Christ.
Although I did not yet understand the fullness of salvation, faith was already present as a quiet but persistent influence in my life. It would eventually become the defining characteristic of my relationship with God and the foundation of my calling to ministry.
The experiences described in this chapter remind me that God's work in a person's life often begins long before conversion. His grace prepares the heart, illuminates the mind, and gently guides individuals toward the moment when they place their trust in Jesus Christ. Looking back, I can see that every step of my journey was part of God's loving preparation for the life of faith that would follow.
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I Believed in Christ Through Christ Himself
Among all the events that have shaped my life, none is more significant than my personal encounter with Jesus Christ in July 1987. It was the turning point of my spiritual journey—the moment when faith became personal, salvation became real, and my relationship with God was transformed forever.
In the previous chapters, I described several spiritual impressions and experiences that occurred during my childhood and adolescence. Although these experiences demonstrated God's hand upon my life and prepared me for what was to come, I had not yet experienced genuine conversion. I was religious, attended church regularly, studied the Bible, and believed in the existence of God, but I had not yet placed my personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
Everything changed during a remarkable night in July 1987.
It was approximately three o'clock in the morning. I was alone in my room and asleep—or perhaps more accurately, in a state that seemed to be both sleep and complete awareness. What happened that night remains one of the most vivid and unforgettable experiences of my life.
As I watched, I saw a man of extraordinary and indescribable beauty approaching me. His appearance inspired neither fear nor anxiety. Rather, His presence communicated peace, authority, holiness, and love. Although the room itself was small, He appeared at a considerable distance, as if He were approaching from a place far beyond the limits of the physical room.
In one hand He carried what appeared to be a candle or lamp, and in the other, something resembling a means of lighting it. As He slowly approached, the surroundings seemed to change. Although I had never visited Israel at that time, I had the distinct impression that I was standing upon a biblical landscape or perhaps on one of the hills familiar to me from Rwanda. The experience transcended ordinary geographical boundaries and entered the realm of spiritual reality.
When He came near, approximately four or five meters away, He lit the lamp.
Immediately, an extraordinary light burst forth. The illumination spread across the entire landscape before me. Mountains, valleys, and every visible feature became flooded with light. What had previously been hidden in darkness was suddenly visible. The brilliance of the light was unlike anything I had ever witnessed.
After illuminating the landscape, He turned and departed.
A short time later, He returned.
Approaching in exactly the same manner, He once again lit the lamp. The same magnificent light spread throughout the entire area. Once again, the darkness disappeared before the power of the light. Afterward, He turned and departed.
Then, for a third time, He returned.
Everything occurred exactly as before. He approached, lit the lamp, and once again the entire landscape was illuminated. The mountains and valleys were filled with light, revealing everything with remarkable clarity and beauty.
This third illumination was identical in power and brilliance to the first two.
When the light had accomplished its purpose, He turned and departed.
This time, however, He did not return.
The Moment of Conversion
As I watched Him disappear from sight, I suddenly became fully awake.
Yet even now, I find it difficult to describe the experience as ordinary sleep. Throughout the entire encounter, I was conscious of what was happening. The experience possessed a reality and clarity that distinguished it from an ordinary dream.
The impact upon my heart was immediate and overwhelming.
For the first time in my life, I recognized my true spiritual condition before God. I became profoundly aware that I was a sinner in need of forgiveness. The awareness was not produced by fear alone but by the realization of the holiness, purity, and majesty of the One I had just encountered.
At that moment, I felt an intense desire to be reconciled with God.
I knelt in prayer and spoke directly to Jesus Christ.
With sincerity and conviction, I prayed:
"Lord Jesus, I ask Your forgiveness for all my sins. I believe in You as my Lord and personal Savior."
That prayer marked the beginning of a new life.
In that moment, I consciously placed my faith in Jesus Christ and entrusted my life to Him. The truths I had studied in Scripture, particularly through the Epistle to the Romans, suddenly became living realities. Salvation was no longer merely a theological concept; it had become a personal experience.
The encounter with Christ and the decision to believe in Him transformed my heart, my priorities, my desires, and my future.
The Immediate Aftermath
Following this experience, I could not return to sleep.
My heart was filled with excitement, gratitude, peace, and a deep sense of wonder. I eagerly awaited the coming of daylight because I wanted to share what had happened with someone who could understand its significance.
One of the first people I desired to speak with was a Pentecostal Christian woman whom I knew. Prior to my conversion, I had often looked down upon her because she lacked formal education. In reality, my attitude reflected not her shortcomings but my own spiritual blindness.
Now everything had changed.
I wanted to tell her about my encounter with Christ and about the salvation I had experienced.
The very people I had once ignored or misunderstood suddenly became examples of genuine Christian faith.
A New Direction for Life
That night became the defining turning point of my life.
From that moment forward, I began serving the Lord Jesus Christ with a new passion and commitment. My relationship with God was no longer based merely upon religious tradition or intellectual understanding. It was founded upon a personal encounter with Jesus Christ and a living faith in Him.
In the years that followed, God continued to guide my spiritual growth, deepen my understanding of Scripture, and open doors for ministry. He called me into pastoral leadership, evangelism, theological education, media ministry, church planting, and international missions.
Looking back today, I recognize that everything that followed—my ministry, my writings, my educational journey, the founding of ministries and organizations, and my service as a pastor—can be traced back to that remarkable night in July 1987.
It was on that night that I encountered Jesus Christ in a personal and life-changing way.
It was on that night that I believed in Him.
And it was on that night that my journey of faith truly began.






[bookmark: _Toc231170460][bookmark: _Toc231171249]CHAPTER 5
[bookmark: _Toc231170461][bookmark: _Toc231171250]Faith After Salvation

Early Experiences of Joy, Assurance, and Spiritual Expectation
Following my conversion to Jesus Christ in 1987, I began to experience a new dimension of spiritual life that was profoundly different from anything I had known before. The assurance of salvation, the presence of the Holy Spirit, and the reality of a personal relationship with Christ transformed my inner life. Along with spiritual growth came experiences that deepened my faith and strengthened my conviction that God was actively guiding my future.
One of the most memorable experiences occurred while I was in Nyangezi, in the South Kivu region near Bukavu, Democratic Republic of the Congo. During a period of prayer and spiritual reflection, I experienced what appeared to be a vision or a highly vivid spiritual experience. Even today, I find it difficult to classify it precisely as a dream, a vision, or a spiritual revelation. What remains undeniable is the profound impact it had upon my life.
In this experience, I saw myself clothed in brilliant white garments. I appeared to be rising upward into the air without any physical means of support. There were no wings, no visible mechanism, and no explanation according to natural laws. Yet I continued ascending higher and higher.
As I rose, an overwhelming sense of joy filled my entire being. The experience was unlike ordinary happiness. It was a profound spiritual joy accompanied by an indescribable sense of peace, freedom, hope, and divine presence. The higher I ascended, the greater the joy became.
The emotional impact was so intense that tears began to flow from my eyes. These were not tears of sadness, pain, or disappointment. They were tears of spiritual joy and divine consolation. The experience touched me so deeply that I often found myself withdrawing from others whenever such moments occurred because I knew that anyone who saw me weeping would naturally ask why I was crying.
The tears flowed freely and abundantly, just as they had during the first days following my conversion to Christ. Over time, I came to recognize these experiences as manifestations of the work of the Holy Spirit within my life. They were moments of spiritual intimacy with God that strengthened my faith and renewed my confidence in His presence.
A Misunderstood Experience
For many years, I kept these experiences largely to myself. I understood that spiritual experiences can be easily misunderstood, and I hesitated to discuss them openly. Nevertheless, there came a time when I decided to share some of these experiences with fellow believers and respected Christian leaders.
Among those with whom I spoke were several men of God who participated in prayer groups and spiritual fellowship. I hoped that they might help me understand the significance of what I was experiencing.
The response I received from one individual surprised me greatly. After listening to my testimony, he concluded that the experience reflected what he described as a "spirit of pride" or self-exaltation.
His interpretation did not correspond with what I knew deep within my heart. The experience had not produced pride, arrogance, or self-glorification. On the contrary, it had filled me with humility, gratitude, and a greater awareness of God's greatness. The joy I experienced was centered entirely upon God's presence and not upon myself.
Although I respected the opinions of other believers, I was not discouraged by their conclusions. I continued to trust the Lord and to seek His guidance regarding the meaning of these experiences.
This situation taught me an important lesson: sincere Christians may sometimes interpret spiritual experiences differently. Even among devoted believers, understanding is not always identical. Ultimately, every spiritual experience must be evaluated through prayer, Scripture, humility, and dependence upon the Holy Spirit.
Understanding the Meaning Years Later
At the time, I did not fully understand the significance of the vision of ascending upward. The experience remained a mystery for many years.
However, as time passed, certain aspects of the vision gradually became clearer.
Years after this experience, God opened opportunities that I had never imagined possible. I traveled throughout Europe and later settled in the United States of America with my family. Looking back, I realized that the upward movement I had seen in the vision symbolized more than physical travel. It represented God's unfolding plan for my life and ministry.
The vision was not merely about geographical movement. It reflected spiritual growth, expanding ministry opportunities, increasing responsibility, and the fulfillment of purposes that God had prepared long before I could see them.
What appeared impossible at the time eventually became reality.
The experience taught me that God sometimes gives His children glimpses of future blessings, not so that they may become proud, but so that they may be encouraged to continue walking by faith. Such revelations strengthen confidence in God's promises during seasons when visible evidence is absent.
Faith as the Defining Theme of My Life
As I reflect upon these experiences today, I recognize a consistent pattern throughout my life. Long before many significant events occurred, there was often a sense of expectation, conviction, or spiritual assurance that God was preparing something greater than I could see at the moment.
This pattern has repeated itself in ministry, education, missions, writing, media outreach, leadership development, and international service.
Faith has always preceded fulfillment.
Before the International Movement for Christ became an international ministry, there was faith.
Before churches were planted, there was faith.
Before books were written, there was faith.
Before opportunities emerged in Europe and the United States, there was faith.
Before educational achievements and ministry expansion became realities, there was faith.
Looking back, I now understand that God was continually teaching me to trust Him beyond what my eyes could see.
Conclusion
The experiences described in this chapter reinforced a truth that has become central to my life: God often prepares His servants for future blessings long before those blessings become visible realities.
What seemed inexplicable at the time eventually revealed deeper meaning. The joy, the tears, the visions, and the spiritual impressions all served as reminders that God was guiding my life according to His sovereign purposes.
Today, I remain convinced that the same God who guided me in the past continues to direct my future. The experiences of yesterday strengthen my confidence for tomorrow.
Faith has characterized every stage of my journey, and I believe that God's greatest purposes are always discovered by those who are willing to trust Him, follow His leading, and walk faithfully according to His will.
Indeed, faith continues to be one of the defining characteristics of my life. It has shaped my past, guides my present, and inspires my hope for the future.
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Faith Communicated Through Media, Literature, and Digital Evangelism
Faith in Jesus Christ has not only shaped my personal life and spiritual journey; it has also influenced every ministry, publication, media platform, and outreach initiative that God has allowed me to establish. Throughout the years, I have sought to use every available means of communication to proclaim the Gospel, strengthen believers, and encourage people to place their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
A remarkable feature of many of these ministries is the recurring use of the word Kwizera, which means Faith in Kinyarwanda. This is not accidental. Rather, it reflects the central theme that has guided my life, ministry, writing, and vision. Whether through books, radio broadcasting, television, social media, theological education, or evangelistic outreach, the message has remained the same: faith in Jesus Christ transforms lives and leads to eternal salvation.
The Book: KWIZERA Yesu Kristo (Faith in Jesus Christ)
One of the earliest expressions of this vision was the publication of my book KWIZERA Yesu Kristo, meaning Faith in Jesus Christ.
This work was written to help readers understand the biblical foundations of faith and the essential role that faith plays in salvation, Christian living, discipleship, and spiritual growth. Through scriptural exposition and practical application, the book seeks to guide readers toward a deeper understanding of God's Word and a stronger relationship with Jesus Christ.
Many readers have found encouragement, spiritual insight, and renewed commitment to their faith through this publication. Its primary objective is not merely to communicate information but to lead individuals toward a personal encounter with Jesus Christ and a growing life of faith.
The book remains one of the foundational expressions of my lifelong commitment to proclaiming the Gospel and encouraging believers to grow in their relationship with Christ.
Radio Kwizera
Another significant ministry that emerged from this vision is Radio Kwizera.
For readers unfamiliar with the Kinyarwanda language, the word Kwizera means Faith. The very name of the station reflects its mission: to encourage faith in Jesus Christ and to help believers grow spiritually through biblical teaching, Christian music, prayer, and encouragement.
Radio Kwizera operates twenty-four hours a day and serves listeners from its base in the United States while reaching audiences internationally through digital broadcasting.
The station broadcasts:
· Biblical teaching and preaching
Gospel music
Evangelistic messages
Christian testimonies
Prayer programs
Spiritual encouragement
The purpose of every broadcast is to communicate hope, strengthen faith, and draw listeners closer to Jesus Christ. Through the power of Christian media, countless individuals are able to hear the Gospel regardless of geographical location or personal circumstances.
In a world often characterized by uncertainty and discouragement, Radio Kwizera seeks to provide a consistent message of faith, hope, comfort, and salvation.
Kwizera Yesu TV
As technology continued to evolve, God opened another door for ministry through audiovisual media.
This led to the creation of Kwizera Yesu TV, a Christian television and digital media platform dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel through video content.
The name Kwizera Yesu literally means Faith in Jesus or Believing in Jesus.
The mission of Kwizera Yesu TV is to provide biblical teaching, Christian education, evangelistic messages, testimonies, and spiritual encouragement to viewers around the world.
Through this platform, pastors, evangelists, teachers, missionaries, and other servants of God are able to share biblical truth with audiences across national, cultural, and denominational boundaries.
The channel features:
Biblical preaching
Theological teaching
Christian testimonies
Evangelistic programs
Leadership training
Discipleship resources
Ministry conferences and seminars
The objective of every program is to help people know Christ, trust Christ, follow Christ, and grow in their faith.
Many viewers have testified that the messages broadcast through Kwizera Yesu TV have strengthened their spiritual lives, encouraged them during difficult seasons, and deepened their understanding of Scripture.
Kwizera Yesu Fellowship Network (WhatsApp Ministry)
The expansion of social media created additional opportunities for evangelism and discipleship.
Recognizing the potential of digital communication, I established the Kwizera Yesu Fellowship Network, a WhatsApp-based ministry community composed of pastors, evangelists, Christian leaders, ministry workers, and believers from various locations.
The group serves as a platform for:
Biblical teaching
Prayer support
Evangelistic outreach
Christian fellowship
Ministry collaboration
Spiritual encouragement
Members regularly receive scriptural messages, sermons, teachings, devotionals, testimonies, and other faith-building resources.
The objective is simple: to help believers remain spiritually nourished, connected, encouraged, and equipped for Christian service.
Through modern technology, individuals can receive biblical encouragement regardless of where they are located, making the ministry both practical and far-reaching.
The Book: True Faith
Another important contribution to my writing ministry is the book True Faith.
This theological work explores the meaning, nature, and implications of authentic biblical faith. It examines the relationship between faith, salvation, discipleship, spiritual growth, and Christian living from a biblical and theological perspective.
The book seeks to answer important questions such as:
What is genuine saving faith?
How does faith relate to salvation?
What distinguishes true faith from mere religious belief?
How does faith transform character and conduct?
What role does faith play in Christian perseverance and spiritual maturity?
Through careful study of Scripture and theological reflection, the book encourages readers to move beyond superficial religion and embrace a vibrant, living faith in Jesus Christ.
Faith and Salvation in Christ
The theme of faith reached its fullest academic expression in my work Faith and Salvation in Christ: A Comparative Theological Analysis of Redemption.
This publication examines faith, salvation, redemption, Christology, eschatology, and comparative theology through systematic biblical analysis.
The book represents years of study, ministry experience, theological reflection, and academic research. It seeks to demonstrate the centrality of faith in Jesus Christ within God's redemptive plan and to provide a scholarly resource for pastors, students, seminarians, and Christian readers.
Faith as the Defining Theme of My Life
When I look back over my life, I see a remarkable consistency in God's calling.
The organizations I founded, the churches I helped establish, the books I have written, the radio station, the television ministry, the social media platforms, the theological institutions, and the evangelistic initiatives all point toward a single reality: faith in Jesus Christ.
Faith is the common thread connecting every chapter of my life.
It has guided my decisions, inspired my ministries, shaped my writings, influenced my leadership, strengthened me during challenges, and provided direction for the future.
For this reason, I can say without hesitation that faith in Jesus Christ is not merely one aspect of my life; it is the foundation upon which my entire life has been built.
My ministry, my calling, my vision, my publications, my media outreach, and my service to others all flow from a single conviction:
Jesus Christ is Lord, and faith in Him is the pathway to salvation, spiritual growth, hope, and eternal life.
Indeed, faith in Christ has become the defining characteristic of my life's journey, and it continues to shape everything I do for the glory of God.
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Introduction
Among the many ministries that God has allowed me to establish throughout my life, none occupies a more central place than the Movement for Christ. What began as a spiritual conviction in my heart eventually grew into an international ministry dedicated to evangelism, discipleship, Christian leadership development, theological education, media outreach, and missionary work.
The story of the Movement for Christ is not merely the story of an organization. It is the story of faith in action. It is the testimony of how God can take a simple vision born in prayer and transform it into a ministry that reaches multiple nations and countless lives.
Looking back today, I recognize that the Movement for Christ was one of the earliest and most significant fulfillments of God's calling upon my life.
The Spiritual Foundation
Following my conversion to Jesus Christ in July 1987, I developed a deep desire to make Christ known to others. The experience of salvation transformed my life so profoundly that I could not keep the Gospel to myself.
As I studied Scripture, one passage repeatedly captured my attention:
"For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life."
— John 3:16 (NIV)
The words "whoever believes in Him" became especially meaningful to me.
The concept of faith—believing in Jesus Christ for salvation—began to occupy a central place in my thinking, my prayers, and my ministry vision. I became convinced that the greatest need of humanity was to know Jesus Christ and to place faith in Him.
This conviction would eventually become the foundation of the Movement for Christ.
The Vision of September 8, 1992
On September 8, 1992, after much prayer and spiritual reflection, I felt strongly led by God to establish an evangelistic ministry dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel and encouraging people to place their faith in Jesus Christ.
At the time, I had no large financial resources, no extensive organizational structure, and no international network. What I possessed was a conviction that God was calling me to begin.
Like many ministries throughout history, the Movement for Christ began not with material resources but with faith.
I believed that if God had given the vision, He would also provide the means to accomplish it.
The purpose of the organization was simple:
To proclaim Jesus Christ.
To encourage faith in Him.
To promote salvation through the Gospel.
To disciple believers.
To support Christian growth and leadership development.
These objectives continue to guide the ministry to this day.
The Name: Movement for Christ
The name Movement for Christ reflected the vision that God had placed in my heart.
I did not want to create merely another organization. I envisioned a movement of people committed to making Jesus Christ known in their communities, churches, nations, and throughout the world.
The emphasis was always upon Christ Himself.
Everything was intended to point people toward Him.
The organization was initially known as the Movement for Christ in Rwanda (MPCR) because its activities were concentrated within Rwanda.
However, even in those early days, I sensed that God's plans extended beyond national boundaries.
Although I did not know how such expansion would occur, I believed by faith that one day the ministry would reach other countries.
Early Ministry Activities
The first years of the Movement for Christ were characterized by evangelism, prayer, discipleship, and outreach.
Working alongside pastors, evangelists, church leaders, and Christian believers, we organized activities designed to communicate the Gospel message to as many people as possible.
Our ministry included:
Evangelistic campaigns
Bible teaching
Prayer meetings
Christian conferences
Leadership development
Community outreach
Youth ministry
Discipleship programs
The central message remained unchanged: salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.
As the ministry developed, more people became involved, and opportunities for service expanded.
The Lord continually opened doors that I could never have anticipated when the ministry first began.
Faith and the Growth of the Ministry
One of the recurring themes throughout my life has been the relationship between faith and fulfillment.
Long before many things became reality, God often placed strong convictions within my heart concerning what He intended to accomplish.
The Movement for Christ was one of those convictions.
When the ministry began, there was little visible evidence that it would one day extend beyond Rwanda.
Yet I carried a persistent belief that God intended something greater.
As years passed, that conviction proved to be correct.
The ministry gradually expanded into neighboring countries and eventually beyond Africa.
What had begun as a local evangelistic initiative became an international ministry.
Becoming the International Movement for Christ
As activities increased in multiple countries, it became necessary to reflect the broader scope of the ministry.
The Movement for Christ in Rwanda eventually evolved into the International Movement for Christ (IMC).
This transition represented more than a change of name.
It reflected the fulfillment of a vision that God had placed in my heart many years earlier.
The ministry's activities expanded to include:
Rwanda
Burundi
Democratic Republic of the Congo
United States of America
Through partnerships, missions, media ministries, theological education, and evangelistic outreach, the ministry continued to grow beyond its original boundaries.
Today, the International Movement for Christ serves as a platform for proclaiming the Gospel and advancing Christian ministry in various contexts.
The Role of Faith
Looking back, I see that faith was present at every stage of the ministry's development.
Faith inspired the vision.
Faith sustained the work during difficult periods.
Faith opened new opportunities.
Faith encouraged perseverance when resources were limited.
Faith enabled the ministry to move forward despite uncertainty.
The very theme of faith became woven into nearly every aspect of my ministry.
This can be seen in:
KWIZERA Yesu Kristo (Faith in Jesus Christ)
Radio Kwizera (Radio Faith)
Kwizera Yesu TV (Faith in Jesus TV)
True Faith
Faith and Salvation in Christ
Kwizera Yesu Fellowship Network
The word Kwizera, meaning Faith, repeatedly appears because faith has repeatedly appeared throughout my life.
Lessons Learned
The establishment of the Movement for Christ taught me several important lessons.
First, God often begins with a vision before providing the resources necessary to fulfill it.
Second, obedience is more important than visible evidence. Many times we must act in faith before we fully understand God's plan.
Third, ministry growth belongs ultimately to God. Human beings may plant and water, but God gives the increase.
Finally, faith remains the foundation of all effective Christian service.
Without faith, the Movement for Christ would never have begun.
Without faith, it would never have grown.
Without faith, it would not continue today.
Conclusion
The birth of the Movement for Christ marked a decisive turning point in my life and ministry.
What began on September 8, 1992, as a simple act of faith became one of the most important ministries God entrusted to me.
From Rwanda to Burundi, from the Democratic Republic of the Congo to the United States, the ministry has continued to proclaim the same message:
Jesus Christ is Lord.
Salvation is found through faith in Him.
And God's transforming grace remains available to all who believe.
As I reflect upon the journey of the Movement for Christ, I am reminded once again that God's greatest works often begin with a simple act of obedience and a willingness to trust Him.
The story of the Movement for Christ is therefore not merely the story of an organization.
It is the story of faith in action.
It is the story of God's faithfulness.
And it is an important chapter in my faith-centered life.
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A Calling to Proclaim Christ Through the Jesus Film
Among the many ministries that God has entrusted to me throughout my life, few have had as profound an impact as the Jesus Film ministry. Since my conversion to Jesus Christ in 1987, I have carried a deep desire to make Him known to as many people as possible. The Jesus Film became one of the most effective tools I used to proclaim the Gospel, present the life of Christ, and invite people to place their faith in Him as Lord and Savior.
My involvement with the Jesus Film was not merely a ministry activity; it became a calling. Having experienced a life-changing encounter with Jesus Christ myself, I developed a deep passion to help others encounter Him through the presentation of His life, death, resurrection, and message of salvation.
For many years, I traveled extensively throughout Rwanda, carrying Jesus Film equipment from community to community, church to church, and village to village. Often, the journeys were difficult, transportation was limited, and resources were scarce. Yet the desire to proclaim Christ continually outweighed the challenges.
Looking back, I see these years as among the most rewarding of my ministry.
Jesus Film Ministry Throughout Rwanda
During the years preceding my move to the United States, I had the privilege of presenting the Jesus Film throughout nearly every region of Rwanda.
In Kigali, I organized numerous screenings in Kinyinya, Birembo, Kami, Bumbogo, Batsinda, Nduba, Gisasa, Kabuga, Gikondo, Nyakabanda, and many other locations. Some of these evangelistic efforts later contributed to the establishment and growth of local churches and congregations.
Particularly significant were the ministries in Bumbogo and Batsinda, where Gospel outreach through the Jesus Film became closely connected to church planting and discipleship efforts. In several locations, local congregations emerged or experienced significant growth following evangelistic activities associated with the film ministry.
The Church of Pentecost of Rwanda frequently invited me to collaborate in evangelistic campaigns, allowing me to present the Jesus Film in numerous congregations throughout the Kigali region. I also worked closely with the YMCA of Rwanda and various evangelical organizations that shared a commitment to spreading the Gospel.
Ministry Across the Provinces
The Jesus Film ministry soon expanded far beyond Kigali.
In Kibungo, I conducted multiple screenings in Rukira and surrounding communities. Through partnerships with Baptist churches and local Christian leaders, many people were exposed to the Gospel message.
In Byumba, Christian friends and evangelistic groups invited me to participate in outreach events where the Jesus Film served as an effective evangelistic tool.
In Butare and Gihundwe, I collaborated with Baptist and Pentecostal churches in large-scale evangelistic initiatives designed to reach communities with the message of salvation through Jesus Christ.
In Ruhengeri, I presented the film in the Free Methodist Church and worked alongside local choirs and evangelistic groups who shared a passion for outreach and discipleship.
In Gikongoro, repeated invitations from church leaders resulted in multiple presentations of the film, contributing to local evangelistic efforts and spiritual growth.
In Gitarama, faithful Christian partners generously provided transportation and logistical support, enabling the ministry to reach areas that would otherwise have been difficult to access.
In Gisenyi, I participated in evangelistic campaigns organized by local churches and Christian choirs. The response was encouraging, and many people were exposed to the Gospel through these efforts.
In Kibuye, transportation challenges were significant, yet my team and I persevered. We traveled long distances, often under difficult conditions, because we believed that every community deserved an opportunity to hear the message of Jesus Christ.
The Extraordinary Journey to Cyangugu
Among the many experiences associated with the Jesus Film ministry, my journeys into the Cyangugu region remain particularly memorable.
Traveling to remote locations often required a combination of vehicles, walking, and carrying equipment over difficult terrain. On one occasion, local believers carried the film equipment on their heads for long distances through mountainous regions near Nyungwe Forest.
The roads eventually disappeared, and we continued along narrow footpaths through challenging terrain. At one point, I slipped and fell, sustaining injuries that caused bleeding.
As I reflected upon that experience, I remembered the suffering of Jesus Christ on the cross. Quietly, I prayed:
"Lord Jesus, You shed Your blood for the salvation of the world. I am shedding only a small amount in the service You have entrusted to me."
Despite the physical challenges, the ministry was fruitful. People gathered eagerly to watch the film, hear the Gospel, and learn more about Jesus Christ. Churches welcomed the ministry, and the response was overwhelmingly positive.
For several months, I continued presenting the Jesus Film throughout Cyangugu, including Kamembe, Kibogora, Karengera, and numerous surrounding communities. Presbyterian, Anglican, Methodist, Pentecostal, and other churches collaborated enthusiastically in these evangelistic efforts.
The Impact of the Jesus Film
The Jesus Film became far more than a presentation. It became a bridge through which people encountered the Gospel message in a vivid and understandable way.
Many individuals who attended screenings heard the story of Jesus Christ for the first time. Others experienced spiritual renewal and a deeper commitment to their faith.
The ministry helped:
Introduce people to Jesus Christ.
Encourage faith and discipleship.
Support local churches.
Strengthen evangelistic outreach.
Foster cooperation among Christian denominations.
Inspire future ministry initiatives.
In many places, the film served as the starting point for Bible studies, church planting efforts, and long-term discipleship programs.
A New Chapter: Jesus Film Ministry in the African Great Lakes Region
Although I moved to the United States in 2007, my passion for the Jesus Film ministry never diminished.
In 2024, a remarkable new chapter began when the Jesus Film Project provided equipment and support for ministry throughout the African Great Lakes region, including Rwanda, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.
This development represented the fulfillment of a vision that had been growing in my heart for many years.
The availability of modern equipment made it possible to return to regions where I had previously ministered under far more limited circumstances. Communities that once received the Gospel through simple and often difficult presentations could now benefit from improved resources and expanded outreach opportunities.
As preparations were made for new mission trips throughout the region, I reflected upon God's faithfulness throughout the decades.
What had begun as a small ministry effort carried out with limited resources had grown into an international evangelistic mission reaching multiple countries.
Faith, Vision, and Fulfillment
Looking back over this journey, I am convinced that the Jesus Film ministry demonstrates an important principle that has characterized my life: faith often precedes fulfillment.
Many years before the resources existed, before the equipment became available, and before international opportunities emerged, there was simply a conviction that God desired His message to be proclaimed throughout the region.
Today, I understand more clearly why God opened doors for me to live and minister in the United States. Among many reasons, one significant purpose was to position me to participate more effectively in expanding the Jesus Film ministry throughout the African Great Lakes region.
The same faith that inspired the beginning of the journey continues to guide it today.
As long as God provides opportunities, I remain committed to using every available means—including the Jesus Film—to make Jesus Christ known and to invite people everywhere to place their faith in Him for the salvation of their souls.
The mission continues, and the vision remains unchanged: to proclaim Jesus Christ to the nations and to help people encounter the transforming power of the Gospel.
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The Fulfillment of a Long-Held Vision
One of the most rewarding moments of my ministry occurred in March 2024, when a vision that had long lived in my heart finally became reality. After decades of evangelistic ministry, church planting, theological education, media outreach, and Jesus Film presentations throughout Rwanda and beyond, the Lord opened a new door for expanding the Gospel through the Jesus Film Project in the African Great Lakes region.
For many years, I had prayed that God would provide the resources, partnerships, and opportunities necessary to bring the Jesus Film to a broader audience throughout Africa. What once seemed impossible gradually became achievable through God's providence and faithfulness.
In March 2024, my wife and I traveled to Rwanda to officially launch the Jesus Film Project activities in the African Great Lakes region under the partnership and support of the Jesus Film Project. This milestone represented the fulfillment of years of prayer, vision, and expectation.
The countries selected for the initial phase of implementation were Rwanda, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, nations strategically located within the region commonly known as the African Great Lakes. These countries have long held a special place in my ministry because of my personal history, pastoral work, evangelistic outreach, and longstanding relationships with church leaders throughout the region.
The Official Launch in Rwanda
The official launch of the Jesus Film Project activities in Rwanda took place on March 16, 2024, at the Dove Hotel, located in Gisozi, Kigali, Rwanda.
The event brought together church leaders, ministry partners, evangelists, pastors, and Christian workers who shared a common vision of using the Jesus Film as an evangelistic tool for reaching communities with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
During the launch ceremony, Jesus Film Project equipment was officially distributed to ministry leaders who would oversee the implementation of the project in their respective countries and regions.
The occasion marked the beginning of a new chapter in evangelistic ministry throughout the region. For many participants, it represented more than the distribution of equipment; it symbolized a renewed commitment to fulfilling the Great Commission and making Christ known among the nations.
As I observed the launch activities, I was reminded of the many years during which I had carried Jesus Film equipment personally across Rwanda under difficult circumstances, often traveling long distances with limited resources. Now, by God's grace, a new generation of evangelists and ministry leaders was being equipped to continue and expand that same mission.
Expansion into Burundi
Following the successful launch in Rwanda, Jesus Film Project activities were officially launched in Burundi on March 23, 2024.
Burundi has been an important field of ministry for many years through the work of the International Movement for Christ and various evangelistic initiatives. The establishment of the Jesus Film Project there represented another important step toward strengthening Gospel outreach throughout the region.
Church leaders, pastors, and evangelists in Burundi welcomed the initiative with enthusiasm and demonstrated a strong commitment to using the Jesus Film as a tool for evangelism, discipleship, and church growth.
Leadership Appointments
In order to ensure effective coordination and implementation of the project, national representatives were appointed to oversee activities within their respective countries.
The following leaders were entrusted with responsibility for Jesus Film Project ministry operations:
Rwanda
Abel Musengimana
National Representative for Rwanda
Burundi
Pastor Moïse Nikiza
National Representative for Burundi
Democratic Republic of the Congo – Bukavu
Dr. Makelele Karhakubwa
Regional Representative for Bukavu
Democratic Republic of the Congo – Goma
Bishop Elie Basubi
Regional Representative for Goma
These leaders were selected because of their Christian commitment, leadership abilities, ministry experience, and passion for evangelism. Their dedication provides a strong foundation for future growth and expansion throughout the region.
Ministry Challenges in Eastern Congo
While equipment was successfully delivered to ministry representatives in both Bukavu and Goma, security challenges in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo prevented the immediate implementation of full-scale Jesus Film Project activities.
The region has experienced ongoing instability and insecurity, making large public gatherings and evangelistic events difficult in certain areas.
Nevertheless, equipment was entrusted to the appointed leaders, and preparations continue for future ministry opportunities when conditions become more favorable.
Despite these temporary challenges, we remain confident that God will open the appropriate doors at the right time. The Gospel has often advanced most effectively under difficult circumstances, and we continue to pray for peace, stability, and opportunities for evangelistic outreach throughout the region.
A Vision for Further Expansion
The launch of Jesus Film Project activities in Rwanda, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo represents only the beginning of a broader vision.
Plans are underway to expand the ministry into additional African countries, particularly:
Uganda
Kenya
Tanzania
These countries offer significant opportunities for evangelism, discipleship, leadership development, and community transformation through the use of the Jesus Film and related ministry resources.
The vision remains to establish sustainable national ministry structures capable of reaching both urban and rural populations with the message of Jesus Christ.
Conclusion
As I reflect upon the events surrounding the launch of the Jesus Film Project in Africa, I am reminded once again of God's faithfulness throughout my life.
The journey began many years ago with a simple conviction that faith in Jesus Christ should be shared with as many people as possible. What started as local evangelistic efforts in Rwanda gradually expanded into an international ministry touching multiple nations.
The founding of the Movement for Christ in Rwanda in 1992 was inspired by the words of John 3:16:
"That whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life."
At the time, I believed that God would one day transform that small ministry into an international movement. Although I did not know how such a vision would become reality, I trusted God to accomplish His purposes.
Today, I can see the fulfillment of much of that vision.
The International Movement for Christ now operates beyond Rwanda and extends into multiple countries. The Jesus Film Project ministry is expanding throughout the African Great Lakes region. Church leaders are being equipped, evangelists are being mobilized, and communities are being reached with the Gospel.
On January 23, 2024, six large boxes of Jesus Film Project equipment arrived at my residence in the United States. To many people, these boxes represented ministry equipment. To me, they represented the fulfillment of decades of prayer, faith, and expectation.
Throughout my life, I have experienced moments of spiritual conviction, visions, tears of joy, inner assurance, divine guidance, and extraordinary confidence concerning things that had not yet happened. Time after time, God demonstrated His faithfulness by transforming those convictions into realities.
As I look back over my journey, I recognize a consistent pattern: faith has always preceded fulfillment.
Faith inspired the founding of ministries.
Faith inspired the writing of books.
Faith inspired media outreach.
Faith inspired church planting.
Faith inspired international missions.
Faith inspired the launch of the Jesus Film Project throughout Africa.
Indeed, faith has characterized every chapter of my life.
The word Faith and the life of Silas Kanyabigega have become inseparably connected. Through every season, every challenge, every opportunity, and every ministry endeavor, faith in Jesus Christ has remained the foundation upon which everything else has been built.
To God alone be the glory.
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Introduction
One of the most significant developments in modern communication has been the emergence of mobile messaging platforms. These technologies have created new opportunities for evangelism, discipleship, and Christian fellowship.
Recognizing this potential, I sought to use digital communication to share the Gospel and strengthen believers.
The Birth of the Kwizera Yesu WhatsApp Ministry
On April 28, 2021, I launched the Kwizera Yesu WhatsApp Fellowship Network.
The purpose of this ministry was to bring together pastors, evangelists, Christian leaders, and believers who desired to grow in their faith and participate in Gospel outreach.
What began as a simple communication platform gradually developed into an active community of believers committed to encouraging one another through God's Word.
Sharing the Word of God
The WhatsApp ministry serves as a channel for:
Daily Scripture messages
Biblical teachings
Sermons
Devotional reflections
Prayer requests
Christian encouragement
Evangelistic resources
Members receive regular spiritual content designed to strengthen their faith and deepen their understanding of Scripture.
Fellowship Without Borders
One of the greatest strengths of digital ministry is the ability to connect people across geographical boundaries.
Through the WhatsApp Fellowship Network, believers from different locations can encourage one another, pray together, and participate in ministry activities despite being separated by distance.
The ministry has become a virtual fellowship community centered on faith in Jesus Christ.
Digital Evangelism as a Calling
I believe that digital communication has become one of the most important mission fields of our time.
Just as earlier generations used printed literature, radio, and television, today's believers must also utilize digital technologies to communicate the Gospel.
The internet, social media, and messaging platforms provide unprecedented opportunities to share God's Word with people throughout the world.
Conclusion
The Kwizera Yesu WhatsApp Ministry represents another expression of the faith-centered vision that has guided my life and ministry.
Through digital evangelism, believers can remain connected, encouraged, and equipped for service while continuing to proclaim the message of Jesus Christ to a rapidly changing world.
The methods may change, but the mission remains the same: to make Christ known and to encourage people everywhere to place their faith in Him.
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Introduction
One of the most important dimensions of my ministry has been the ministry of Christian writing. While preaching, teaching, evangelism, media outreach, and leadership development have occupied significant portions of my life, writing has provided a unique opportunity to extend the reach of my ministry beyond geographical boundaries and beyond my own generation.
Books have the ability to continue speaking long after the author has completed the writing process. Through Christian literature, biblical truth can be communicated to people in different countries, cultures, and generations. For this reason, writing gradually became an important part of my calling.
The Desire to Write
My desire to write developed from my love for Scripture and my commitment to Christian teaching. Throughout my ministry, I encountered many people who needed clear biblical instruction concerning faith, salvation, discipleship, and Christian living.
As I taught, preached, and counseled believers, I realized that many questions repeatedly emerged concerning the Christian faith. I therefore began to consider writing as a means of preserving biblical teachings and making them available to a wider audience.
Writing also allowed me to organize years of study, ministry experience, theological reflection, and personal testimony into resources that could benefit others.
Writing as Ministry
I have never viewed writing merely as an academic exercise. Rather, I have understood it as an extension of Christian ministry.
The purpose of my writing has always been:
To proclaim Jesus Christ.
To strengthen believers.
To encourage faith.
To teach biblical truth.
To contribute to theological education.
To support evangelism and discipleship.
Each book reflects these objectives in different ways.
Challenges of Writing
Writing a book requires discipline, patience, research, prayer, and perseverance. Many times, the process involves long hours of study, revision, editing, and reflection.
Balancing writing responsibilities with pastoral ministry, leadership obligations, family commitments, and evangelistic activities was often challenging. Yet God continually provided the strength and inspiration necessary to complete each project.
Looking back, I recognize that every book was the result not only of personal effort but also of God's guidance and provision.
A Growing Literary Ministry
Over the years, my writing ministry expanded from local ministry materials to internationally distributed publications. Through modern publishing platforms, my books became available to readers worldwide.
What began as a desire to communicate biblical truth eventually developed into a significant aspect of my ministry and legacy.
Conclusion
Writing has enabled me to extend the message of faith in Jesus Christ beyond the limits of time and geography. Through books, I have sought to share the truths that have shaped my own life and ministry.
The chapters that follow describe the books that emerged from this journey and the theological convictions that inspired them.
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Introduction
Education has played a significant role in shaping my life, ministry, leadership, and theological understanding. Throughout my journey, I have viewed learning not merely as a means of personal advancement but as a tool for serving God and others more effectively.
My educational path has been marked by continuous learning, theological study, leadership development, and academic research. Each stage contributed to my preparation for ministry and leadership responsibilities.
Early Education
My formal education began in Rwanda, where I attended primary and secondary schools. During these years, I developed a love for learning and a curiosity about the world around me.
Although I was raised in a Christian environment, my understanding of biblical truth and personal faith would deepen significantly later in life.
Biblical Studies
During my youth, I enrolled in the Emmaus Bible Correspondence Courses, eventually completing the program at an advanced level. These studies provided a solid foundation in biblical doctrine and introduced me to systematic study of Scripture.
I also completed courses offered by Voice of Hope, sponsored by the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Although my participation was motivated primarily by intellectual curiosity, these studies broadened my understanding of Christian teachings and strengthened my appreciation for biblical learning.
Higher Education
As God expanded my ministry opportunities, He also opened doors for higher education.
I pursued advanced studies in leadership, ministry, and theology, earning degrees that equipped me for greater responsibilities in Christian service.
My academic journey included:
Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.)
PhD in Educational and Organizational Leadership
PhD studies in Systematic Theology
These educational experiences strengthened my ability to lead organizations, teach future Christian leaders, and contribute to theological scholarship.
Education and Ministry
I have always believed that education and ministry should work together. Knowledge without spiritual commitment can become empty intellectualism, while ministry without sound knowledge can lack effectiveness.
For this reason, I have sought to integrate academic excellence with biblical faithfulness throughout my life.
Conclusion
My educational journey has been one of God's greatest gifts. Through study, research, and lifelong learning, He prepared me for leadership, ministry, writing, and service to His Kingdom.
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Introduction
Among the various ministries that God has entrusted to me throughout my life, theological writing occupies a special place. While preaching, teaching, engaging in evangelism, producing Christian media, and developing leadership have enabled me to communicate the Gospel directly to people, writing has allowed me to preserve theological reflections and biblical teachings for future generations.
One of the most significant accomplishments of my academic, theological, and ministerial journey has been the publication of Faith and Salvation in Christ: A Comparative Theological Analysis of Redemption. This work represents the culmination of decades of biblical study, theological reflection, pastoral ministry, Christian leadership, evangelistic outreach, and scholarly research.
More than a book, it represents a lifetime of inquiry into one of the most important questions ever asked:
How can sinful humanity be reconciled to a holy God?
The Inspiration Behind the Book
The inspiration for this book emerged gradually over many years of ministry.
As a pastor, evangelist, teacher, and Christian leader, I encountered people from many different religious backgrounds, cultures, denominations, and philosophical traditions. Many were sincerely searching for truth. They asked questions concerning salvation, eternal life, heaven, hell, forgiveness, redemption, faith, and humanity's relationship with God.
I observed that while many religions discuss morality, spirituality, and devotion, they often offer very different answers regarding the problem of sin and the means of salvation.
These encounters motivated me to undertake a comprehensive study of the biblical doctrine of salvation and to compare Christianity's teaching with the beliefs of other religious traditions.
The result was a theological project that eventually became Faith and Salvation in Christ.
Years of Study and Research
The book did not emerge overnight.
Its development was built upon decades of:
Bible study
Ministry experience
Theological education
Academic research
Prayer and reflection
Comparative religious analysis
Throughout the years, I studied the writings of Christian theologians, church fathers, biblical scholars, and contemporary researchers. I also examined the teachings of major world religions in order to understand how they address humanity's spiritual condition and ultimate destiny.
My goal was not merely to compare religions academically but to determine whether their teachings satisfied the criteria God established in Scripture for human salvation.
The Central Thesis
The central thesis of the book is straightforward:
Salvation is found exclusively through faith in Jesus Christ and His redemptive work on the Cross.
According to Scripture, humanity's greatest problem is sin, and humanity's greatest need is redemption.
The Bible teaches that no human effort, moral achievement, religious observance, or philosophical wisdom can bridge the gap between sinful humanity and a holy God.
Only Jesus Christ can accomplish this reconciliation.
Through His incarnation, sinless life, sacrificial death, bodily resurrection, and exaltation, Christ provided the only sufficient basis for salvation.
This conviction forms the theological foundation of the entire book.
Major Theological Themes
The book examines numerous theological doctrines, including:
Divine Revelation
The Authority of Scripture
Theology Proper (The Doctrine of God)
The Trinity
Christology
Pneumatology
Angelology
Anthropology
Hamartiology (The Doctrine of Sin)
Soteriology (The Doctrine of Salvation)
Ecclesiology
Eschatology
Each doctrine is examined within the broader framework of God's redemptive plan.
Particular emphasis is placed upon the relationship between faith, grace, redemption, justification, sanctification, glorification, and eternal life.
True Faith and False Faith
One of the distinctive features of the book is the distinction between what I describe as True Faith and false faith.
True Faith is faith centered entirely upon Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. It acknowledges humanity's sinful condition and trusts completely in Christ's atoning sacrifice for salvation.
False faith, by contrast, seeks reconciliation with God apart from Jesus Christ, apart from His Cross, and apart from His redeeming blood.
The book argues that sincere belief alone is not sufficient. The object of faith is equally important.
According to Scripture, saving faith must be directed toward Jesus Christ and His completed work of redemption.
Comparative Theology and World Religions
A significant portion of the book is devoted to comparative theological analysis.
The study examines how various religious traditions understand:
God
Humanity
Sin
Salvation
Eternal destiny
Religious authority
Redemption
These perspectives are then evaluated in light of biblical revelation.
The purpose is not to attack other religions but to determine whether their teachings correspond to God's revealed plan of salvation.
This comparative approach allows readers to understand both the similarities and the profound differences between Christianity and other belief systems.
The Uniqueness of Jesus Christ
Perhaps the most important conclusion of the study is the uniqueness of Jesus Christ.
The book argues that Christianity differs fundamentally from other religions because it proclaims that God Himself entered human history through Jesus Christ.
The Christian message is not primarily about what human beings must do to reach God.
Rather, it is about what God has done to reach humanity.
Through Christ, God provided the sacrifice, paid the price, satisfied divine justice, and opened the way of salvation.
For this reason, Jesus Christ occupies a unique and irreplaceable position in God's redemptive plan.
Publication and Global Distribution
Completing the manuscript was only part of the journey.
The publication process involved editing, formatting, design, distribution, and promotion.
By God's grace, the book has become available through multiple international platforms, including:
Amazon
Apple Books
Google Play Books
Barnes & Noble
IngramSpark
Draft2Digital
Internet Archive
Efforts have also been made to place the book within academic and library systems through organizations such as EBSCO, ProQuest, JSTOR, WorldCat, and other scholarly networks.
These developments have allowed the book to reach readers beyond local ministry contexts and into the broader academic and international community.
A Reflection of My Life and Ministry
The publication of Faith and Salvation in Christ represents more than an academic achievement.
It is the product of a lifetime of faith, ministry, prayer, study, teaching, leadership, and evangelism.
In many respects, it brings together the major themes that have characterized my life:
Faith in Jesus Christ
Commitment to biblical truth
Christian leadership
Theological education
Evangelistic ministry
Christian media outreach
Global missions
The book reflects the same conviction that has guided my life since my conversion in 1987: that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world and that salvation is by grace through faith in Him.
Conclusion
Looking back, I consider Faith and Salvation in Christ: A Comparative Theological Analysis of Redemption to be one of the most important theological contributions of my ministry.
It represents the integration of decades of study, ministry experience, and spiritual reflection.
More importantly, it represents my desire to proclaim the Gospel clearly, defend biblical truth faithfully, and point readers toward the saving grace of Jesus Christ.
For this reason, Faith and Salvation in Christ stands as one of the most comprehensive theological expressions of the faith-centered life that God has allowed me to live and proclaim throughout my ministry.
Its message remains the same today as when it was first conceived:
Jesus Christ is Lord. Salvation is found in Him alone. And faith in His redemptive work remains God's provision for the salvation of all who believe.
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1. Radio Kwizera
Radio Kwizera is a Christian radio ministry dedicated to proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ through biblical teaching, evangelistic preaching, Christian music, prayer, and spiritual encouragement.
The word Kwizera means Faith in Kinyarwanda, reflecting the station's mission of encouraging faith in Jesus Christ and promoting spiritual growth among its listeners.
Radio Kwizera Access Information
Telephone Listening Lines
+1 (667) 930-9212
+1 (605) 475-8628
Official Radio Kwizera Platforms
Main Streaming Player
https://zeno.fm/radio/radio-kwizera-usa/
Streaming URL
http://stream.zeno.fm/c3xev5vg6heuv
OneLink Directory
https://www.onelink.to/my-onelinks
Mobile Applications
iOS App
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/zenoradio/id1207197757
Android App
https://play.google.com/store/apps
Additional Radio Platforms
TuneIn Radio
RadioLine
Radio.net
RadioJar
MyTuner Radio
Live Online Radio
Podcast Platforms
SoundCloud
BlogTalkRadio
Radio Kwizera continues to serve listeners globally through multiple digital platforms, making biblical content accessible to audiences around the world.

2. Book: True Faith
Bibliographic Information
Kanyabigega, Silas. True Faith. Bloomington, Indiana: WestBow Press, 2017.
Description
True Faith is a theological and devotional work examining the nature of authentic Christian faith from a biblical perspective. The book explores salvation, discipleship, Christian growth, spiritual transformation, and the believer's relationship with Jesus Christ.
The central theme of the book is that genuine faith in Christ produces spiritual transformation and leads believers into a deeper relationship with God.
Major Distribution Platforms
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Google Books
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WorldCat
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NOTES
Introduction
1. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are taken from the New International Version (NIV) of the Holy Bible. 
2. Personal experiences described in this volume are based on the author's recollections, journals, ministry records, and personal archives. 
Chapter 4 — Circumstances Surrounding My Salvation
3. The conversion experience described in this chapter occurred in July 1987 and marked the beginning of the author's Christian ministry. 
Chapter 6 — The Birth of the Movement for Christ
4. The Movement for Christ was founded on September 8, 1992, in Rwanda as an evangelistic and discipleship ministry. 
Chapter 10 — Launching the Jesus Film Project in Africa
5. Jesus Film Project Africa Partnership activities were officially launched in Rwanda on March 16, 2024, and in Burundi on March 23, 2024. 
Chapter 14 — KWIZERA Yesu Kristo
6. KWIZERA Yesu Kristo is one of the author's earliest major publications and focuses on faith in Jesus Christ. 
Chapter 15 — True Faith
7. True Faith explores biblical faith, salvation, redemption, and Christian discipleship. 
Chapter 16 — Faith and Salvation in Christ
8. Faith and Salvation in Christ: A Comparative Theological Analysis of Redemption represents the author's most comprehensive theological work and comparative study of salvation. 
Chapter 17 — My Educational Journey
9. The author completed Emmaus Bible Courses and advanced theological and leadership studies, including doctoral-level education. 
Chapter 18 — Marriage and Family
10. Venantie Kanyabigega has been a significant partner in the author's ministry, educational pursuits, and writing projects. 
Chapter 19 — My Children
11. References to family members are included with permission and are intended to preserve an accurate historical account of the author's life. 
Chapter 20 — God's Faithfulness Through the Years
12. The ministries described throughout this volume include the International Movement for Christ (IMC), IMC Theological Seminary, Radio Kwizera, Kwizera Yesu TV, and the Jesus Film Project Africa Partnership.
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ANNEX 1
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The Meaning of Receiving Christ as Lord and Savior
To receive Jesus Christ as Lord means to repent of one's sins, seek God's forgiveness, and submit to the authority of Jesus Christ over one's life.
To receive Jesus Christ as Savior means to recognize and believe in His redemptive work on the Cross, trusting that He died for one's sins and rose again for one's justification. God's purpose in sending His Son into the world was to provide salvation for humanity. Such is the depth of God's love that even if only one person had needed redemption, Jesus Christ would still have come and died for that individual.
The doctrine of propitiation emphasizes the satisfaction of God's righteous judgment against sin through the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross. The doctrine of redemption emphasizes the deliverance of sinners from the bondage of sin through the price paid by Christ's sacrificial death.
False Faith
False faith is any belief that does not acknowledge Jesus Christ as both Lord and Savior.
False faith seeks salvation apart from the atoning blood of Christ. It attempts to approach God without accepting God's provision for salvation through the Cross. It excludes Christ's substitutionary sacrifice and relies upon alternative means of reconciliation with God.
Scripture declares:
"For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God." (1 Corinthians 1:18, NIV)
Likewise:
"Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness." (Hebrews 9:22, NIV)
"For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar." (Leviticus 17:11, NIV)
According to biblical revelation, salvation is possible only through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ.
Humanity's Awareness of God
In reality, God exists, and humanity possesses an awareness of His existence through both creation and conscience. The natural world bears witness to a Creator, while human conscience testifies to moral accountability before God.
In one way or another, people recognize that there is a problem in the relationship between God and humanity. Even those with limited theological understanding observe the consequences of sin in the world: death, suffering, injustice, brokenness, and countless forms of human pain.
Throughout history, people have sought ways to restore their relationship with God. Every religion attempts to provide a path toward the divine. Different religious systems offer different doctrines, practices, and beliefs intended to achieve reconciliation with God.
The Biblical Solution to Humanity's Problem
According to the Bible, sin has separated humanity from God. Adam and Eve's disobedience introduced sin into the human race, and all people have inherited a fallen nature and stand guilty before God.
Because God is holy and just, sin requires judgment. A price must be paid to restore the broken relationship between humanity and God.
Scripture repeatedly teaches that forgiveness cannot be obtained without sacrifice:
"Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness." (Hebrews 9:22, NIV)
Throughout history, the concepts of sacrifice and blood have appeared in many religious traditions. People instinctively recognize that the shedding of blood signifies something serious and significant. However, the mere existence of sacrifice in a religion does not mean that such sacrifice possesses the power to save humanity.
According to Christian faith, only the sacrifice of Jesus Christ satisfies God's requirements for salvation because He alone is the perfect and sinless substitute for sinners.
The Purpose of This Study
This study seeks to examine and analyze the beliefs of various religions in order to determine which, if any, satisfy the criteria established by God for human salvation.
Using Scripture as the ultimate authority, we will distinguish between True Faith and false belief.
The purpose is not merely academic. Rather, it is to help readers understand God's plan of salvation and to encourage them to embrace a faith that is rooted in Jesus Christ and His redemptive work on the Cross.
Two Meanings of Faith
A careful reading of Scripture reveals at least two important dimensions of faith:
The faith of sinners
The faith of those who have been wronged or sinned against
The faith of sinners rests upon God's mercy and forgiveness. The faith of the wronged rests upon God's justice and faithfulness.
When sinners place their faith in God, they trust Him for forgiveness and justification. When those who have been wronged place their faith in God, they trust Him to establish justice, vindicate the innocent, and correct what is unjust.
Thus, the faith of sinners seeks divine acceptance and reconciliation, while the faith of the wronged seeks divine justice and vindication.
Faith in Justification: The Faith of Sinners
The concept of justification by faith occupies a central place in the writings of the Apostle Paul.
In Romans 1:17, Paul writes:
"For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: 'The righteous will live by faith.'" (NIV)
Paul quotes the prophet Habakkuk and applies the text to the doctrine of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.
For Paul, faith means trusting in Jesus Christ and His saving work. Faith is confidence in God's mercy revealed through the death and resurrection of Christ.
This faith is directly connected to justification.
For the sinner, faith means trusting God's promise of forgiveness through Jesus Christ. It means abandoning self-righteousness and relying entirely upon God's grace.
Throughout Christian history, both Roman Catholic and Protestant traditions have emphasized this aspect of faith. While they may differ in certain theological explanations, both recognize that sinners are reconciled to God through divine grace rather than through human merit.
In this sense, faith concerns the justification of sinners and their restoration to a right relationship with God.
Through faith in Christ, sinners receive forgiveness, acceptance, reconciliation, and the assurance of eternal life.

Faith in Justice: The Faith of the Wronged
The concept of the faith of the righteous originates in the Book of Habakkuk. In Habakkuk's context, faith is closely associated with waiting patiently upon God. The prophet lived during a period when evil appeared to prosper and injustice seemed to prevail. His principal complaint was directed toward God: Why would a righteous God remain silent while the wicked oppressed those who were more righteous than themselves (Habakkuk 1:13)?
In response to this concern, Habakkuk positioned himself upon his watchtower, waiting expectantly for God's answer. The Lord then instructed him:
"Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it. For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous shall live by their faith." (Habakkuk 2:2–4, NIV)
For Habakkuk, faith meant trusting God while waiting for His vindication of the righteous and His judgment upon evil. Faith involved confidence in God's faithfulness to restore justice and to establish righteousness in His own time. Waiting was not passive resignation; it was active trust in God's sovereign and righteous rule.
Thus, Habakkuk's understanding of faith is closely connected to justice rather than justification. His concept of faith addresses those who have suffered injustice, oppression, or wrongdoing. It concerns confidence in God's ultimate vindication of the innocent and His judgment upon evil.
For those who have been wronged, faith signifies trusting God's grace and justice to restore what has been lost, defend the innocent, and uphold righteousness. In this sense, faith embraces both divine mercy and divine justice.
Faith in the Letter to the Hebrews
The New Testament provides numerous examples of this dimension of faith. The Epistle to the Hebrews presents a series of faithful men and women who endured suffering while trusting in God's promises.
By faith, Moses refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing instead to identify with God's people and share in their suffering rather than enjoy the temporary pleasures of sin (Hebrews 11:24–26).
Faith also inspired perseverance in the face of persecution:
"Women received back their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection." (Hebrews 11:35, NIV)
The supreme example is Jesus Christ Himself:
"Looking unto Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising its shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God." (Hebrews 12:2, NIV)
Jesus endured suffering not for His own justification but for the accomplishment of God's redemptive purposes and the vindication of those who trust in Him.
The writer continues:
"Consider Him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you may not grow weary and lose heart." (Hebrews 12:3, NIV)
The faith described in Hebrews is characterized by endurance, hope, perseverance, and trust in God's final verdict. It is:
"The assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen." (Hebrews 11:1, NIV)
Like Jesus, these believers trusted God despite suffering, opposition, and uncertainty. Their faith was anchored in God's faithfulness and in the certainty that His justice would ultimately prevail.
Righteousness by Faith
The Apostle Paul develops another important dimension of faith in his Epistle to the Romans.
After completing much of his missionary ministry throughout the Aegean region, Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome to prepare them for his intended visit and future mission to Spain. In this letter, he presents a systematic exposition of the Gospel.
Paul declares:
*"For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. For in the Gospel the righteousness of God

Abraham is therefore the spiritual father of all believers, regardless of their ethnic, cultural, or racial background. His example demonstrates that righteousness before God is obtained through faith rather than through works, religious rituals, or human merit.
The biblical testimony that "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness" (Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:3) establishes a foundational principle of salvation. Just as Abraham's faith was reckoned to him as righteousness, so also the faith of all who trust in God and in His saving work revealed through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is credited as righteousness.
In Romans 4:1–25, the Apostle Paul argues that Abraham was justified by faith before he was circumcised, demonstrating that God's promise of salvation extends to both Jews and Gentiles. Consequently, all who place their faith in Jesus Christ participate in the same spiritual inheritance as Abraham and are counted righteous before God through faith. Salvation is therefore grounded not in human achievement but in God's grace, received through faith in His redemptive provision in Christ. (Romans 4:1–25, NIV

In spiritual meaning, I identified three kinds of people:
                              Unbeliever person
                                   A person saved (a believer)
                                                       A retrograde believer

[bookmark: _Toc231171047]Figure 1 - Image 1: unbeliever

He has not yet arrived at the cross, so he has not yet touched the cross.
He wanders into the world and does indiscriminately whatever he wants.
He is not preoccupied with his life after this earthly life.
He prefers not to think about the Word of God (1Cor.2: 14). (NIV)

Other Explanations:
Jesus Christ has not yet entered in his life.
An unbeliever sits on the throne of his life.
This person must receive Christ and believe in Him as Lord and Savior.

Image 2. A believer
[bookmark: _Toc231171048]Figure 2 - Image 2. A believer
He arrived at the cross.
[image: A cartoon of a person holding a cross
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He knows Christ died for him on the cross and loves Him.
He accepts that Christ leads his life as Lord and Savior.
He knows that his real life is not limited to earthly life.
He is concerned about the things above.
He has Christ in his heart.
He has the power of the Holy Spirit.
He leads people to Christ.
He prays and is answered.
 He understands what the Bible says.
He has hope in God.
He obeys God (Acts 1: 8). (NIV)
Jesus lives in him as Savior.
Jesus sits in him as Lord.
The more he accepts to obey the voice of The Spirit, the more fruits of the Holy Spirit abound in his life.
In this believer, you will find love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. (Gal. 5: 22,23).


[bookmark: _Toc231171049]Figure 3 - Image 3. A retrograde believer
[image: A drawing of a child holding a cross
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His eyes are not focused on the cross.
The will of God no longer dominates his thoughts.
He accepts Jesus by faith
He was born again.
He turned back to his sins.
He still believes in Jesus but without spiritual strength.

 Read 1 Cor.3: 1-3 (NIV)
He does not believe fully in God,
Occasionally, he does not obey God
He does not lead people to Christ
He does not read the Bible
The negative thoughts dominate him, 
He may have jealousy,
His consciousness accuses him
He is often tormented
He judges others
He is often angry


[bookmark: _Toc231171050]Figure 4 - Image 4. “A Confusing Unbeliever.
Even though we presented three people above, here we would also like to introduce you to another kind of person.
[image: A person walking with a cross
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He is not yet arrived at the cross. He is near the cross.

This person attends church, is present in the prayer rooms, gives tithes, and repents of many sins, but as you see, he has not yet arrived at the cross. He is similar to the person to whom Jesus said: "You are not far from the kingdom of God." (Mark 12: 34) (NIV)

This person may also have spiritual gifts, but God's Word tells us that Jesus will tell these people: I have not known you. (Matt. 7: 22-23).
As you see,
This person has made many steps toward the cross but is not determined to abandon everything.
He knows the Word of God and tasted spiritual gifts.

1. He did not get to the cross (he still has something to abandon)
2. He has not yet believed in Jesus Christ.
3. If he dies in this position, he would be lost. Read 1 John 2: 19; Mat. 22: 11-13. (NIV)

When you believe, two things happen: 
The relationship with God starts
You start to communicate with God 

The relationship between you and God starts when you get saved. You become a child of God (John 1: 12) (NIV). You're called a Christian because God’s life is given to you.
Many Christians have questions: " What happens when they have sinned against God or when they did something against the will of God?" "This means that the relationship between them and God has ceased. " Jesus left their lives?" We will understand all this if we understand the meaning of our relationship and Communion with God. Remember that you have already opened the door to Jesus, that He has already entered your heart through your faith in Him (Rev. 3: 20) (NIV) and that Jesus himself testifies that He will never leave or forsake you. (Heb. 13: 5). (NIV)

Relationship
There is a difference between relationship and communion. When we talk about the relationship with God and the communion with God, that is similar between a son and his biological father. When the child is born, he is the child of his father because they have the same blood and the same DNA.

Suppose a child decides to leave his father; this child also does things that humiliate his father. Do you think this child will continue to be called the child of his father? His relationship with his father continues even if the child behaves badly.

Communion
What would happen in the communion between God and His child because of his bad behavior? The communion between God and the child is disturbed.

What will a child do to reestablish communion in difficulty, to reconcile with his father? He must come near his father to accept his sins and ask for forgiveness from his father.

Let us use this example in our relationship with Eternal God. We are his children. This relationship will never change. But when we sin and do what is evil in the sight of God, the communion between God and us is disturbed.

  To be reconciled to God, we must tell Him that we have done wrong and need forgiveness, so we accept his forgiveness. Since we are doing all that, our communion with God is reestablished.
Read 1 Cor. 2: 14 to chap. 3: 3. (NIV)


  	 	 		             = The throne: Authority of human life
[bookmark: _Toc231171051]                                                                                          Figure 5 - The throne: Authority of human life
                                                                     
                                                                                  = The Cross: symbol of Jesus Christ
[bookmark: _Toc231171052]                                                                                         Figure 6 - The Cross: symbol of Jesus Christ

Image 5.  Unbeliever.
Does this person have a relationship with God?  No
 	Does this person have communion with God?  No
[bookmark: _Toc231171053][image: A drawing of a person sitting on a chair
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Image 6. A Believer
Does this person have a relationship with God?   Yes
Does this person have communion with God? Yes
[bookmark: _Toc231171054]Figure 8 - Image 6. A Believer

 
   




Image 7. A Retrograde believer
Does this person have a relationship with God?  Yes
Does this person have communion with God?    No
[bookmark: _Toc231171055]Figure 9 - Image 7. A Retrograde believer

[image: A heart with a person sitting on a chair
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Image 8. Image of 3 people, spiritually different


[bookmark: _Toc231171056]Figure 10 - Image of 3 people, spiritually different
.
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Which of these three pictures above would you want to be compared to your lifestyle?
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Dr. Silas Kanyabigega
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Venantie Kanyabigega[image: A person standing in an airport
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Joshua Nsengiyumva
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Vanessa Manishimwe
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Description automatically generated]









Judith Niyimpa
[image: A person in a graduation gown and cap
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